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2016 May newsletter 

“It feels better to 
contribute to the 

community where I 
have lived and worked 

over the last forty 
years.” 

Claude Blackburn 
Philanthropist and 

businessman 
 

$190,000 sent into our community 

Spotlight on 
Viva Farms 

 
SCF awarded $5000 to 
Viva Farms, a farm 
business incubator that 
provides bilingual 
training in sustainable 
organic farming and 
access to land. 
Viva removes the 
common barriers of 
infrastructure, 
equipment, marketing 
and capital, to ensure 
the success of a new 
generation of farmers 
and agricultural 
enterprises. 
Over the last few years, 
Viva provided 
workshops and training 
to 500 new farmers and, 
as a result, generated 
14 new farm 
businesses.  
 
VivaFarms.org 
 

Did you know that several funders, including Claude 

Blackburn, participate in our grant making work?  We 

conduct the due diligence, interviews, and site visits to 

insure their money is invested well in the community.   

SCF:  Why do you support the 
work of the Skagit Community 
Foundation? 
 
Claude Blackburn:  After 
making donations for more 
than ten years to local, 
national, and international 
organizations, I find it 
refreshing to focus more of my 
philanthropy locally.  Local 
giving feels more personal 
because I have a better 
understanding of how my 
contributions impact the 
community.” 
 
SCF: Suggestions for us? 
 
Claude Blackburn: “I would like 
to see more emphasis on 
encouraging small business in 
Skagit County.  Small 
businesses have the ability to 
create change and lift people’s 
conditions.” 

In April, our Board of Directors 
personally delivered grant 
checks to area nonprofit 
organizations.  They visited 
food banks, farms, and 
homeless shelters.  They 
learned about birds, trails, and 
salmon.  They received books, 
newsletters, and annual 
reports. 
They, in turn, share what they 
learn with others: the needs 
unmet, the projects 
undertaken, the successes 
gained. 
On Tuesdays, we visited the 
Skagit County Commissioners 
and introduced several of the 
organizations we work with.  
Why?  So the public could 
hear success stories. Building 
a civil society takes good 
governance, a vibrant 
economy, and an engaged 
citizenry.  
Come engage with us.  
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